


The Coal Mining Board of Inquiry found that the gas emissions generated by the rate of production 
at Grosvenor exceeded drainage capacity and exposed workers to unacceptable risk; and that 
Anglo American had failed to take meaningful action to control the hazard posed by the gas. 
Additionally, spontaneous combustion was not factored into risk assessments.

A Board of Inquiry acknowledged the safety implications which arose from the employers’ decision 
to outsource work to labour hire employers and contractors, leading to workers becoming fearful 
that they would jeopardise their employment if they raised safety concerns.

Though the Board of Inquiry’s findings were damning, in February 2022, the Office of the Work 
Health and Safety Prosecutor announced it would not commence any prosecution against the 
operators at Grosvenor mine despite reviewing more than 90,000 pieces of evidence.

The MEU submitted a Right to Information request to access documents relating to the incident. 
On 26 September 2022, the request for access was refused.

Inquiries by the Industry Safety and Health Representative revealed numerous shortcomings in the 
mines' safety and hazard management plan. The mine’s principal hazard management plan failed to 
identify preventative and mitigating controls for principal hazards, or develop risk management 
plans. Strata monitoring devices, crucial to monitoring roof stability were not installed at the mine. 
Job safety analyses held in the weeks leading up to the incident also fell short. 

CRUSHED BY ROOF COLLAPSE RESULTING IN DEATH

NAME: GRAHAM DAWSON
DETAILS: CRINUM MINE, 14 SEPTEMBER 2021

NAME OF INCIDENT: GROSVENOR MINE EXPLOSION
DETAILS: GROSVENOR MINE, 6 MAY 2020
5 SERIOUSLY INJURED, EXTENSIVE BURNS FROM EXPLOSION

STATUS: NO CHARGES LAID

STATUS: NO CHARGES YET LAID

NAME: DAVID ROUTLEDGE
DETAILS: MIDDLEMOUNT MINE, 26 JUNE 2019
CRUSHED AFTER A HIGH WALL COLLAPSED ON DIGGER RESULTING IN DEATH
Ten days prior, a blast had left up to three metres of hanging rock on the high wall. It was alleged 
that there were no effective measures taken to mitigate the risks. 

STATUS: OCE TICKET REMOVED, CHARGES AGAINST SENIOR MANAGER DROPPED



CRUSHED BY FALLING COAL RESULTING IN DEATH

The company was charged with failing to ensure the safety and health of others was not adversely 
affected by the way a contractor undertook work at the mine. A senior site executive for Coronado 
was also charged for failing to discharge the obligation to ensure the risk to persons from coal 
mining operations was at an acceptable level, however the charges were withdrawn.

CRUSHED BY MACHINERY RESULTING IN DEATH

NAME: DONALD RABBITT
DETAILS: CURRAGH MINE, 12 JANUARY 2020

NAME: BRAD DUXBURY
DETAILS: CARBOROUGH DOWNS MINE, 25 NOVEMBER 2019

Action was brought against the mine operator and senior mine executive for failing to discharge 
health and safety obligations causing death, as well as negligence relating to the known and 
identified risk of a face spall in November. However the matter was filed in the wrong court, which 
the defendant’s barristers used to delay the matter. Following the delay, the Prosecutor applied to 
have the charges reinstated in the same court, which was again rejected.

STATUS: PROCEEDINGS DELAYED AND REJECTED DUE TO TECHNICALITY

STATUS: CHARGES LODGED THEN WITHDRAWN

NAME: BRADLEY HARDWICK
DETAILS: MORANBAH NORTH MINE, 20 FEBRUARY 2019

HEAD INJURIES FROM SHIFTED FOUR TONNE LOAD RESULTING IN DEATH

It was reported that the park brake on the grader Bradley was using had worn out prior to the 
incident and could no longer hold the equipment stationary on an incline. It was also alleged that 
there was a failure to develop a system to test park brakes even after this was an identified hazard.

VEHICLE ROLLED DOWN A DRIFT AND HIT A PERSONNEL CARRIER RESULTING IN DEATH

STATUS: CHARGES AGAINST 2 SENIOR MANAGERS DROPPED, CASE AGAINST ANGLO PROCEEDING

NAME: GAVIN FELTWELL
DETAILS: MORANBAH NORTH MINE, 25 MARCH 2022

STATUS: NO CHARGES YET LAID

Despite Mastermyne reporting two fatalities within the space of a year, ‘no major flaws’ were found 
in the safety review the company had commissioned. The Mining and Energy Union has requested 
the Work Health and Safety Prosecutor pursue a prosecution. 



The Queensland Government must hold those 
responsible for the death or serious injury of our 

workmates, family and friends to account. 
 

We are calling on the Minister for Resources, and the
Minister for Industrial Relations to use their powers to 

ensure that the Workplace Health and Safety 
Prosecutor and Resources Safety and Health 

Queensland are held to account for their repeated
failures to prosecute individuals and companies over

incidents which have killed and seriously injured mine
workers.

 
Queensland coal communities deserve explanations as 
to why there has been a consistent failure to prosecute 

in the wake of devastating accidents and fatalities. 
 

ADD YOUR VOICE: JusticeForMiners.com.au
HELP MAKE CHANGE

Authorised S. Smyth Mining and Energy Union Queensland 


